
Upcoming Dates

2026 Dates

Friday 30 January 2026
“Getting to Know Your Child” Conferences
Uniform shop open junior playground

Monday 2 February 2026: School starts 

Thank You

Dear Parents and Whānau

The countdown has begun as we head into the final few days of the school year.

Celebration Night
What a wonderful night we had for Celebration Night! Thank you to everyone who helped make it
possible. It was a fantastic evening full of positive energy, happy faces, and enjoyment for our
families. I hope everyone enjoyed it as much as I did.

Prizegivings
Last week’s prizegivings were a special celebration of school life - recognising individual
achievements and the collective hard work of all our students. It was fantastic to see so many
parents joining us and sharing these proud, memorable moments with their children. I wish all of
our Year 6 graduates and their families every success in their future education.

Regards

Dorothy Bigwood

From the desk of Mrs Bigwood
Monday 15 December
Students visit new class and meet 2026
teacher

Tuesday 16 December
Splish Splash Day - Year 0-2
Y6 Formal

Wednesday 17 December 
Y6 Big Day In

Thursday 18 December - LAST DAY
Uniform collection
Thursday 18 December
School closes at 12.30pm
\

A Message from the SPCA...
Thank you for collecting money on behalf
of SPCA and making a difference! The
$805.00 you collected for SPCA will
immediately be put to work to help the
animals in our care and in our
communities. 
A Message from All Saints Church...
On behalf of the All Saints Anglican
Church, Howick Food Bank I would like to
extend our deepest gratitude for your
incredibly generous donation of canned
goods, and non-perishable food items to
our church food bank. Your contribution
makes a significant difference in our
community.



TEACHERS/CLASSES TERM 1, 2026

TEACHER/CLASS LIST Term 1 2026

Year 6 – Takahē  
Room 11    Mrs Vicky Warner (Team Leader)
Room 12   Miss Nina Woodhall
Room 13   Mr Brendan Jones
Room 14   Mr Matthew Cheung
Room 15   Mrs Rachel Doeg/Mrs Jo Curwood     

Year 5 – Kākāpō
Room 7   Mrs Winnie Liesenfeld 
Room 8   Miss Liz Hewlett (Team Leader)    
Room 16  Miss Lucy Ginn
Room 17  Mrs Amber May/Mrs Vanessa Childs

Year 4 – Kōtuku 
Room 3  Mrs Sanober Saher
Room 2  Mrs Rebecca Barton Y3/4
Room 5  Mrs Sandra Meyer
Room 6   Mrs Mellini Pillay (Team Leader)/Mrs Katrina Robinson
Room 9   Miss Kirsten Shruer       
Room 10  Mrs Nicole Cork   
 
Year 3 – Weka
Room 1   Mrs Elissa McGregor (Acting Team Leader)                            
Room 18  Mrs Bronwynn Bull   
Room 19  Miss Louise Parker
Room 20 Miss Courtney Chellew
              
Year 2 – Tūī
Room 21  Miss Madeline Henty
Room 22  Mrs Sue Harder/Mrs Laura Edgar
Room 23  Mrs Lisa Carroll
Room 24  Mrs Shorelle Adams
Room 25  Mrs Catherine Dennis (Team Leader)
            
Year 1 – Kea  
Room 26   Mrs Hayley Sanileva (Team Leader)
Room 27   Mrs Tanya Roux
Room 28   Mrs Emma Forbes/Mrs Lisa Burns
Room 29   Mrs Tayla Nankivell
Room 30   Miss Michaela Wallwork 

Year 0 – Kiwi      
Alisha Coleman (Team Leader)

The full staff list will be shared at the start of Term 1, 2026.



Farewell
At this festive time of year, we feel a mix of excitement and a little sadness as we say goodbye to staff heading off on new
adventures. While we celebrate all they’ve contributed, we will miss them and sincerely thank them for the enthusiasm, commitment,
and energy they have devoted to our school.

Tammy Lam
Tammy joined CBS ten years ago as a teacher aide before teaching in the ESOL and English Language Learner area, becoming our
go-to translator and a trusted contact for parents. In her support staff role, she has made many friends and is a valued staff
member. Tammy is heading to Australia and hopes to continue her work in education. We are grateful for her contributions and
wish her all the best in this next chapter. We will miss you, Tammy!

Lynnette Leggett
2020 was a memorable year in many ways, not least because we were joined by Lynnette, our specialist music teacher. Lynnette
directed student productions of Madagascar, Disney's Alice Junior, The Bee Musical, and Seussical Jr, as well as delivering many
other impressive concerts and singing performances. While we are sad to see her go, we are fortunate that our community will
continue to benefit from her expertise. Lynnette, thank you for sharing your gift with us all. Your passion, talent, and dedication have
left a lasting mark on our school community, and we wish you all the best in your future musical adventures!

Madi Kinnane
Madi has been a valued member of the Kea team since 2024. During her time here, she has built strong and caring relationships
with her students, bringing patience and a calm, nurturing presence to the classroom. She has been a willing and enthusiastic
participant in school events, including an impressive appearance as a Rainbow Fairy on Book Day. Madi, we have truly appreciated
the way you have supported our youngest learners, and we wish you every success in whatever comes next.

Ariana Nathan-Welch
Ariana has been a classroom teacher at Cockle Bay School since 2024 and leaves us to complete her Masters in Speech and
Language Therapy. During her time with us, she has led Kapa Haka with poise, grace, and kindness, creating a welcoming and
encouraging environment for her students. We were very proud when she learned the karanga to represent our school during our
recent Marae visit. We thank Ariana for all her contributions and wish her every success in this exciting next chapter of her journey.
Noho ora mai, Ariana!

Thanks also to part-time teachers Leann Brennan, Jacqueline Brannigan, Christina Timmer; and David Ashby and Tash Barber from
our specialist team. Your contributions have been much appreciated, and we hope to see you back some time in the future.



BOTANY TAEKWONDO
Botany Taekwando has been training the ITF style of Taekwondo at

Cockle Bay School for over 15 years
Come and have some fun with us, get fit, and learn a new skill, with

qualifications that are recognised around the world.

We operate a two week free trial. Want to know more? Visit our
website at botanytaekwondo.co.nz or just turn up on a Wednesday

night and say “hi”. All abilities and ages welcome.


